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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE.

The members for Muorray (Mr.
George), Guildford (Mr. Johnson), and
Coolgardie (Mr. MeDowall), took and
subseribed the oath of allegiance to King
George V.

QUESTION — GOLDFIELDS WATER
SUPPLY, AGREEMENT.

Mr. KEENAN asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Were the econditions now in
force, and under which Mundaring
water to be used for all purposes is
supplied for use on mines in connection
with mining operations, brought under
his notice before issue thereof? 2, Tf
they were not, have these conditions heen
before him at any time since they were
issued? 3, Has he at any time approved
or disapproved of same?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, The regulations velative to :Le
supply of Mundaring water at reduced
rates to low-grade mines have been al-
ways referred to me before being adop-
ted.  The recent regulation relative to
deposits by consumers was not so re-
ferred for the reasom that it is a purely
deparhimental arrangement between the
administration and its customers. 2,
When in Kalgoorlie on the 1st July I
was asked to receive a deputation rela-
tive to same, and eonsented to do so on
the evening of the 2nd, with a view nf
making a recommendation to the Min-
ister for Works, but on the morning «f
the 2nd I was advised on behalf of the
deputation that il would be inconva-

nient to meet me that evening, and ar-
ranged that the matter shounld be
brought before me at some future date
when in Kalgoorlie. 3, Answered by
No. 1.

QUESTION —ESPERANCE
DISTRICT.

Mr. KEENAN asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, What acreage of land is held
under pastoral lease in the distriet with-
in 15 wiles to the eastward and 15 miles
to the westward of the surveyed road
running from Norseman to Esperance?
2, Have applieations been received from
persons desirous of taking up portion of
the lands so held under pastoral lease
as agvieuitural holdings? 3, Is the Min-
ister prepaved to take the necessary

steps to enable soch seleetion to be
made? 4, If not, why not?
The JMINISTER FOR LANDS re-

plied: 1, 346,624 aeres. 2, Yes; a few
sueh applications have been made. 3,
Applieations are now being approved in
cases where the lessees’ econsent is
given. The question of resuming and
throwing open land for selection will
receive attention if the qnality of the
land  justifies payment for improve-
ments to ihe pastoral lessees and the
rainfall is sufficient to enable agrieul-
ture to be carried on as is the case in re-
gard to the holding near to Esperance.
4, Answered by No. 3.

QUESTION—DISTRICT FIRE BRIG-

ADES ACT, AS TO AMEND-
MENT.
Mr. ANGWIN asked the Premier:

Owinz to e vreat dissatisfaetion cx-
pressed by local governing bodies, is it
the intention of the Government early
in the session to introduce a Bill for the
purpose of armending or repealing ‘‘The
Distriet Fire Brigades Aet, 19097¢

The PREMIER veplied: The Govern-
= have no seeh intention.



(2 Auvgusr, 1910.] 43

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

The PREMIER (Sir Newton J.
Moore) moved—
That the House, unless otherwise

ordered, shall meet for the despatoh of
business on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays, at 430 p.m., and shall sit
until 6.15 p.m. if necessary; and, if re-
quisite, from 7.30 p.m. onwards.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret): This
motion was proposed in the early stages
of each session, and on every oceasion he
had opposed it in its present form, which
was to the effect that the House should
sit only three days a week, and should
start at 4.30 o'clock each afternoon. He
moved an amendment—

That the word “and” in line 3 be
struck out, and “and Fridays’ be in-
serted after the word “Thursdays.”

The object in bringing forward this am-
endment was that the House should have
an opportunity in the early part of the
session to deal with the business of the
ecountry in a manner becoming to the
Chamber and becoming to every member
within its walls. Ever since he had been
in Parliament, uew some 10 years, there
had been the spectacle at the end of the
session of business being hurried through
in the last fortnight, and during the
course of all-night sittings; while prae-
tically all the Bills relating to expendi-
ture for the vear were dealt with in an-
other place during the last week, and
often, in fact, during the last 24 hours, of
the session. Bills for great expenditure
in public works were passed by another
Chamber in a very hurried manmer, and
in a short time. Under the existing cus-
tom of three sittings a week, starting at
4.30 o’clock in the afternoon, the early
portion of the session was praetically
wasted.  Personally, lie would be pre-
pared to have Parliament start its sit-
tings at 10.30 o'clock each morming, so
that they could be eoncluded at a reason-
able hour in the evening, thus following
the practice adopted in private businesses
in the Siate. Tt was absurd to think that
during those all-night sittings the business
of the country could be carried on with
the necessary wisdom and care; members
should be prepared to carry it on at rea-

sonable and proper hours, and should
also be prepared to sit four days a week
in the early part of the session in order
to get as mueh work done as possible,
Then, if subsequently it was found that
still more time was necessary, the sittings
eould be extended to cover five days, or
even six, in order that members might get
away to their homes and their families
for the Christmas holidays. Instead .of
that, it was found that on every oceasion
the Government were pointing out the un-
fitting character of the summer weather
for sitting in the Chamber, and insisting
that their tasks in their various depart-
ments were very hard, and that, in con-
senuence, it was quite necessary that Par-
liament should abruptly close up. To
Temove any possible argument of that
pature, hon. members shounld sit at 2.30
p.m. and on four days a week. Certainly
they should sit four days a week. It
would perhaps inconvenience Ministers a
little through their having to adwminister
their departmenis and aitend to the
House on the extra day a week; but,
giving that view all the value it eould
claim, one eould not get away from the
fact that it would be much better for
Ministers to sit four days a week in the
early part of the sesson than to sit all
night for, perhaps, five days a week in the
hot weather at the close of the session
when they were much more fagged than
in 1he early stages. It would he well if
the Premier would aceept this amendment
to add “Friday” to the motion.

The PREMIER (on amendment): Tt
came somewhat as a sorprise that there
should have been any exception taken to
the days outlined in the motion. These
days had been adopted ever since he had
been in Parliament. With the hon. mem-
her he recognised that it was regrettable
that very often, towards the close of the
gession, not sufficient time was available
to complete the legislation which hon.
members were anxious to have passed.
At the same time, so far as he personally
was concerned, be did not approve of
meeting on Fridays, or at least not in the
early part of the session, if only because
of the limited time available for Minis-
ters to prepare the necessary legislation.
However, he thought that after the Bnd-
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get had been introduced there was no
reason why the amendment should not be
accepted.

Mr. Taylor: When do you expect to
have the Budget?

The PREMIER: The Budget would
probably be ready in about seven weeks’
time. There was a great deal of work in
connection with the framing of the Esti-
mates, and this, with-the receiving of
deputations and the holding of interviews,
kept the time of Ministers wholly em-
ployed.

Mr. Johmson: You had all the recess.

The PREMIER: It was to be remem-
hered that the Estimates were not in until
after the close of the finaueial year.

Mr. HEITMAXN ((Cue): If members
were to sit reasonable hours doring
three days a week, it would be possible
to get through a fair amount of work.
He recognised that the custom of meeting
late in the afternoon hLad arisen by rea-
son of the faet that up till a few years
ago a majority of the wmembers had
looked upon polities as a side issne—as
something to oceupy their time after
business hours. e had heard a good
many arguments in favour of late sit-
tings, chief among them bheing that mem-
bhers could not get away from business
during the eatrly hours of the day. The
most persistent argument of all was ad-
vanced hy Ministers, who said that they
had their office work to attend to. Bot
Ministers had seven months in whieh to
pul their houses in order. and during
thaf seven months it was almost impos-
sibls to find three Ministers at any one
{ime in their offices in Perth. 1t seemed
to him thai thi« last reeess had been little
short of a pienie. with one Minister out
here, and another somewhere else, while
the Premier was away in London. The
time had come when members should
adopt business methods in dealing with
the business of the ecountry. A good deal
had been said againsi the professional
pulitician—against the member who
carned his living by polities. He was
oue of the professional politicians, and
he thought the experience of Anustralia
had ‘been that when the professional poli-
tieians predominated it was much better
for the country. Tt was better to have

publie affairs in charge of men earnest
in their desire to do something for their
country, than in charge of individuals
who looked npon politics as a means of
emploving their spare time. There
should be no place in the House for the
man who was not prepared to sacrifice
him time, even his husiness houwrs., to the
ecountrv, for the man who plunged into
polities should Dbe prepared to give the
best part of his lime to his country’s
affairs. At the same time it was clear
that the country should he expeeted to
pay a decent salary for that time. He
was tn favour of the House sitting at
10.30 o'clock in the morming, but he
could see no necessily for its sitting on
Fridays.

Mr. CARSON (Geraldion): It was to
be hoped the amendment would not he
pressed to a division, because the House
ought to take into consideration the posi-
tion of country members. If the House
were to sit on Fridays it wounld be im-
possible to get home until the following
Sunday morning, and one would have to

leave again on Monday morning. Coun-
try members should certainly receive

some consideration, and, to his thinking,
three days a week during the early part
of the session should be quite sufficient as
sitting hours. He had no objection to
meeting a little earlier than 4.30 p.m., but
he hoped the amendment would not he
carried, if only for the sake of country
members,

AMr. TROY (Mt. Magnet): Without
wishiity to labour the question he wonld
support the remarls of the member for
Cue, There was no dobab in his mind
that if members were to meet at 10 o’clock
in the morning and sit thronghout the
day, without going into the long hours of
the night, much better work would be ae-
complished. The work done in the House
had not heen of the very hest charaeter
owing to the fact, partienlarly in the later
and more trying months of the session,
that members were compelled, at the ex-
pense of their health, to sit in the Cham-
ber and diseuss measures which, after all,
were rushed through without proper coun-
sideration. No hon. member eould deny
that it was in the later part of the session
that the most important measures were
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iniroduced. The present Government,
and indeed their immediate predecessors,
had ever been in the habit of promising
members of the Opposition that Parlia-
ment would teet early in the vear, not-
withstanding which Parliament was not
assermbled until the later months, follow-
ing upon which came the hottest part of
the year. Tt was then that the most im-
portant measures were brought down, and
members were compelled to sit in the
Chamber till the early howrs of the morn-
ing  discussing these questions; while
members of the Ministerial party went
out into the eorridors, where they enjoyed
themselves, after whieh they eame in and
voled duwn econseientious members who
liad remained in their seats taking part
in the diseussion. This should not be
tolerated by any intelligent Assembly.
Again, the exense was given by Ministers
{hat during the day they had to attend
to the work of their offices. Last year he
had nol been able to see two Ministers in
their offices during the whole session.
Ministers had said they were too busy.
When the House was not sitting those
Ministers had seven months in which to
attend to their office duties. Yet it was
a notorious fact that during the preater
portion of that time Ministers were
rarely in their offices. Notwithatanding
the long recess Ministers did not give the
consideration to their departmental aifairs
they should do, hut were satisfied to leave
those affairs 10 the heads of the depart-
ments. On the other hand, hon. members
were compelled to sit all hours of the
night giving consideration to the affairs
before the Honse. For his part he had
ne desire tu sit on Fridays. 2and he thonght
that if the House were to meet at 10
o’clock in the morning on three days of
the week, it would be sufficient. He cer-
tainly sympathised with the member for
Geraldton, who was a country member.
The chief objection to early sittings had
not been raised by the countrvy members,
but by menibers who had affairs of pri-
vate business in the ety to attend to dur-
ing the day. Those members should give
their full attention, or at least their very
best attention, to the affairs of the coun-
try: yet they were found coming to the
Hounse at the faz end of a session to

cousider those affairvs, and only utilising
their position in the House as a means of
reereation and advertisement. That was
not fair to the country. The country
did not want the spare time of any man;
it wanted his very best, and no man could
give the country his very best when he
eamme along after having performed a
day’s work elsewhere, The House should
meet early in the afternoon for three days
a week, He hoped members on the Gov-
ernment side would assist Qpposition
members in bringing about that reform.

Mr. JACOBY (Swan): It would be
easy to support any suggestion for longer
sittings if some procedure could be ar-
rived at whereby the work could be got
through more expeditiously than at pre-
sent. If, for instance, hon. members
would adopt the New Zealand principle
of fixing a time-limit to speeches, betier
work wounld be secured in less time than
formerly. The diffienlty of Lon. members
was that they oceasionally spent such a
lengthy period of time in diseussing small
matters that, later on in the session, when
hiz measures concerning large sums of
mioney were brought down, those mea-
snres were of necessity often passed
through at midnight, and without proper
consideration. He sympathised with the
remarks of some members who objected
to passing legislation after a long sitting
at {he dead of night, but was afraid we
wowld never get beyond our method of
dawdiing along in the earlier part of the
session and then pushing big matters
through at long sittings without due eon-
sideration unless a time limit to speeches
was agreed to. If that were agreed to he
was prepared to come to the House ear-
lier and sit all day long.

Mr. ONDERWOOQOD (Pilbara): The
House should not meet on more than three
days a week, and should sit during the
day and not at night. The member for
Cue (Mr. Heitmann) was right in say-
ing that the system bad grown up from
the idea that the institution of Parlia-
ment was a concession given by the lords
and dukes, those with whom the Premier
had recently been dining and whaom the
Premier had found were as good as they
were in the olden days, not having fallen
off in any way. One counld not agree with
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the member for Swan (Mr. Jacoby) iu
regard to the length of speeches. Some
members required longer to make a few
remarks than others, and some questions
were most emphatically deserving of
longer speeches than others. Parliament
would not _be a suceess working on a time
limii system. He (dr. Underwood)
conld not agree with the member for Mt.
Magnet who spoke about the danger to
hon. members through sitting in the
sunmer time. Parliament should meet
two month$ later and work iwo months
after Christmas. He would rather atlend
the House in tle summer; because if
there was any possibilitv of danger to
his health it would be through sitting in
the Chamber during the cold weather.
There was an idea amongst the Aunstra-
lians that the summer was very trying,
but he was eertain there was no climate
in the world enqnal to the Australian
summer, It was time tlis continual ery
about the oppressive heat of Perth was
stopped. The man wha could not stand
the heat of Perih should certainly he
preparing for a place in another world.
The amendment to meet on Fridays
shonld not be agreed to, we should not
meet at any time on Fridayvs, and if the
business could not be finished before
Christmas, members e¢ould sit after
Christmas; there was all next year to
deal with., Though opposed to sitting on
Fridays, he hoped that an amendment
to meet at 2.30 o’clock would be carried.
Later on he trusted we would be sitting
in the morniug when theve was a liftle
bit of sunshine, instead of sitting during
bleak, cold nights m the winter.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray): It would not
be convenient lo Ministers or members if
the House were {e mweet in the morning.
from a point of view of administration.
There were mafters on which he had fre-
quenily to see Ministers, and it would he
impossible to see them before 10 o’clock
in the morning. It wounld be impossible
for Ministers to earry out the necessary
routine work for which they were res-
ponsible in their departments. It was
all very well for members to say that the
work was carried on by the pern:anent
administrative heads. Certainly a great

deal of work was carried out by the per-
manent administrative heads, bul o Minis-
ter of the Crown, if he was to he held
responsible for his department, must be
sometbing more than a mere signing ma-
chine for minutes prepared for him. No
man shonld he a Minister of the Cvown
unless possessed 1o a considevable de-
gree, not only of the power of admiuis-
tration, but of the power of initiative in
his department, and in order to carrv
thai through the Minister must have op-
portunity for doing his work and doing
it properly. There was ne desire to lee-
ture memhers, but it was diffienlt for any-
one who had not held a responsible posi-
tion in connertion with a deparlment to
know the immense amount of files and
work that came hefore the Ministers.
Those wha had held office knew that a
Minister must keep in toueh with the
routine work of his department; and was
it fair to hold a Minister responsible if
we took up the time that should be better
devoted to admiuistration, that time be-
ing in the morning? As for sitting in
the afternoou, he (Mr. George), and pro-
bably other members on the Government
side. would not object o sitting at 2.30
o’elock ; but sitting in the morning would
not only be inconvenient to members but
wonld also not he enndueive to the earry-
ing out of the business of the State hy
Ministers of the Crown.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. TATYLOR moved a further amend-
ment—

That “4.30° be struck out and “2.30”

inserted in lieu.
There was a desire in the Chamber to
meet earlier in the day. Even members
who opposed the extra sitiing day
favoured sitting earlier in the day. It
would be necessary therefore for members
to support him in striking out ‘430" in
order that an earlier hour might be
fixed on. He felt disposed to divide the
House on the point, Some members
asked that we should meet in the fore-
noon, but he was satisfied to give Mini-
sters the opportunity of being in their
offices until lunch time, and then coming
to Parliament House there to do the
work of the eountry.
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© Alr. SWAN (North Perth) seconded
the amendment.

The PREMI1ER (on farther amend-
ment): The same argument applied in
regard to the substitution of 2.30
o'tlock as applied to the previous
amendment. Reference had been made to
the faet that owing to the remuneration
members received it was necessary for
members to give consideration to other
matters in which they were interested,
and already there was not too much time
between lhe hour at which a member at-
tended his office in a morning, or any
other place where he was engaged, and
4.30 in the afternoon. He spoke more
for others than for himself, but he pre-
ferred at the present time not to meet at
2.30 o’clock, though realising that he was
prepared to support longer hours later
in the session. The Federal Parliament
met four days in the week, at 3.30 o’clock
on three days and in the morning-on Fri-
days. Possibly later on some arrange-
ment might be made in that direction,
but at present he could not fall m with
hon. members’ saggestions.

Mr. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe): All mem-
bers had not businesses in Perth. Many
members, in order {o make their remun-
eration sufficient to keep themselves and
families in decent and ordinary eomfort,
had to apply themselves to other elasses
of work, and it was their desire when Par-
liament sat to get through the business in
order that they might return to their
places in the eonntry. Why should these
members be kept kicking their heels in
Perth all day and cowing to the Honse
only at night? The couniry members
should be considered. Also there was the
question as to how long the House should
sit. He intended to move to add the words
“unless a majority of the House other-
wise decides we shall rise at 11 p.m.” If
the majority of the House wished to sit
later than 11 o’clock on any particular
night, it was only for the Government to
move in that direction, but it was fair
that we should rlose the sitting at 11
o’elock. Viewing the position from that
standpoint. in order to have snfficient
hours for work the Government should
consent to meeting at 230 o'clock. If
they did =o there wonld he iittle desire on

the part of Ministers to sit after 1L
o'clock, and we would get through the
business of the country with greater ex-
pedition and more care. Believing the
amendment would be more suitable he
supported it.

Mr. JOHANSON (Guildford) sapported
the amendment because of his experience
of last session. When he had, late in the
session, protested against important mea-
sures being dealt with late at night, the
Premier referred to the faet that more
work migcht be done earlier in the ses-
sion; and he (Mr. Johnson) had told the
Premier that an opportunity wounld be
given next, that was this session to
start earlier so as to avoid any
rash at the end of ithe session.
The opportunity was now given, and
if it was not suecessful members would
know that they had done their part
towards doing the business of the eountry
in reasonable bours and during reason-
able limits; and if at the end of the ses-
sion the Government persisted in bringing
in important measures, theirs would be
the responsibility if these measures were
not got through the Chamber. Tt was
time the country members received con-
sideration. It was always the argument
that beeaunse certain members were in
offices and in businesses in the city the
affairs of the country should be regu-
lated so that these members conld devote
attention to their businesses, it being en-
tirely forgotten that a large section of
members had businesses outside Perth
that needed attention, and that there were
quite a nuraber of members, himself in-
cinded. who looked to the recess to reconp
the amount of cash they lost during the
session. If we were going to dilly dally
along as we had done in previcus sessions
it would be most unfair to country mem-
bers. For that reason “4 o’cloek” should
be strnek out, and members might adopt
the suggestion made by the member for
Geraldton, and make the honr 3,30. Per-
sonally, he favoured 2.30 p.m.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following resnlt:—

Aves . .. .. 18
Noes . .. .. 23

Majority against e T
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AYES.
Mr. Bailh Mr. Price
Mr. Bolton Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Cellier Mr. Swan
Mr. Gill i\ Mr. Taylor
Mr. Heitmann " Mr. Underwood
Mr. Horan . Mr. Walker
Mr. Hudson . Mr. Troy
Mr. Johpson ! (Tellar).
Mr. O'Loghlen

NoOEB.
Mr. Buicher Mr. Layman
Mr, Carsen Mr. Male
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Dagllsh Mr. Monger
Mr. Davles Sir N, J. Moore
Mr. Tiraper Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Murphy
Mr. George . Mr. Nanson
Mr. Gregory Mr. O=sborn
Mr. Hayward Mr. Plesse
3Mr. Jacoby Mr. Gorden
Mr. Keenan (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.
Mr. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe) moved a
further amendment—

That the last word “onwards” be
struck out, and “from 11 p.m. onwards,
if erdered by a majority of the House”
be inserted in lien.

If that were made a sessional order, when
11 o’elock arrived the House would either
adjonrn or the Government would have
to submit a motion to continue the sit-
ting, and obtain a wajority of members
fo support it, otherwise they would not
be able to continue. It was known that if
a private member submitted a motion
that the House do adjourn, that motion
was tantamount {o taking the business
of the country out of the hands of the
Government. It was his desire to avoid
that. All that members wanted to do
was fo sit until 11 o’cloek, and then, if
the Government desired to carry on after
that bour it should be done by a motion,
and obtaining a majority of members in
favour of that motion. It did not affect
him whether the House sat until 11 or 12
o’clock, but it would be better if mem-
bers were not detained after 11, becaunse
late hours did not conduce to good tem-
per.

The PREMIER (on further amend-
ment): The member for Ivanhoe pro-
posed that the House should adjourn at
11 o'clock, exeept in ihe case where a
majority of the House expressed a desire

to continne the sitting. A majority of
the House wonld mean 26 members, and
that majority was never invoked exoept
in the case of an amendment to the Con-
stitution or the suspension of the Stand-
ing Orders,

Mr. Taylor: He means a majority of
the members present.

The PREMIER : If that was what the
member for Ivanhoe meant it wounld be
accepted; bnt hon. members knew that
there was no desire on the part of the
Government to sit after 11 o'clock, and
every information was always given to
them if the (toveinment intended to sit
later. There was never any attempt to
deceive members as to the {ime the House
was going to sit. Speaking for himself,
he would be glad if the House did ad-
Jjourn at 11 ¢'elock, hecause it was known
that many members had suffered owing
to the long hours. An assurance would
be given that unless some exceptional
business arose, the House would adjourn
before 11 o'clock. Members were often
anxious to know whether the House was
going to adjonrn at a certain lime be-
fore 11 o'clock so that they might cateh
a train, otherwise it would mean that they
would bave to wait another hour, and
they paturally felt that if they went over
11 o’elock they could go on for. perhaps,
another liour.

Mr. TAYLOR: According to the view
of the Premier, the amendment moved by
the member for Ivanhoe would make it
necessary for an shsolute inajorily of the
House to vote.

The Premier: It is only in exeeptional
eases that it is necessary to have that
ma jority.

Mr. TAYLOR: If there was a desire
on the part of bon. members that the
House should cease at 11 o’clock, and
there was a motion moved in that diree-
tion, and the Teader of the Government
opposed that motiou, then, if it was ear-
ried, the Government would be n a very
awkward position; it would mean that the
business of the House would he taken out
of their hands, and it wonld be necessary
for the Government to consider the situa-
tion. The experience had been that tle
work of the session inereased as the time
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decreased to complete the labours, hence
there was a scramble to get through be-
tore Christmas, when the Government
rallied their forees. 1t was realised it
would be better to sit, perhaps, the last
week i November and the first three
weeks in December, and so belp the Gov-
ernment to bludgeon their Bills and pro-
positions through the Honse with the ob-
jeet of finishing the work before Churist-
mas. Members on the Government side
realised that if they did not come up to
the “collar” dunring the end of November.
and throughout December, they would be
brought back after Christmas, and they
objected to coming back. We should begin
work early in the afternoon so as te
get throngh our work, then there would
be no necessity for all-night sittings. On
one oceasion he (Mr, Taylor) sat in the
House 34 howrs without a break fighting
the Government on the Electoral Bill.
and he fought himself into a bed of sick-
ness for four weeks. The Electoral Bill
was coming on again this session, and he
would still fight the Government if the
Bill was not a fair and equitable mea-
sure, 'There were contentious measuves
comting on this session, and be hoped
some blood would be put iinto the session.
members speaking their mind notwith-
standing how it affected them in their
constituencies. (Mr. George interjeeted.)
The hon. member would only want one
day a week so as to complete that organi-
sation which he had taken in hand. He
helieved the hon. member had already
asked for exemption. e had the assur-
ance of the Premier that unless there
were extenuating eircumstances there
would be no late sitfings. But, towards
the end of the session. the Premier, as
had been the case with all Premiers.
might be absent. and, if a Minister was
piloting his Estimales throngh Commit-
tee, thai Minister thought it was a good
time to push on with his work. The Pre-
mier was of course exonerated because
he could say he was not present. He
hoped the amendment would be earried
so that we wounld he able to test the sta-
bility of the supporters of the Govern-
ment.
Amendment put and neeatived.
(Question put and passed.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.
Library Commiltee.
The PREMIER (Sir Newton J.
Moore) moved—

That the Library Contnillee for the
presenl session shall consist of the fol- .
lowing members, namely: Mr. Speaker,
Mr. Draper, and Mr. Walker, with leave
o sit during any adjournment and dur-
ing the vecess, und with authority to
act jointly with the Library Commitiee
of the Legislative Council.

Mr., SCADDAN (lvanhoe): How
mauy times had this Coounittee sat dur-
ing the session? He undersiood the Com-
mittee was sapposed to sit to deal with
matters pertaining to the Library., Had
the Committee ever met?

The Premier: Whenever oceasion
arvse a meeting of the Committee was
called but members did not attend.

My. HORAN (Yilgarn): Who decided
what books should be purchased for the
library? Books which were purchased
al great cost had been in the lbrary for
i3 or 17 years, and the leaves had not
been eut. There seemed to be a number
of dictionaries aud books purchased at
great cost which no ane ever looked at.
The money wight be much more wisely
spenl.  What was the use of decorating
the shelves of the library.

The Premier: There ¥ a suggestion
book, .

Mr. HORAN : Suggestions eould better
emanate from the Honse. He could not
congratulate the Library Committee on
the expenditure of the country’s money
in the purchase of books when those
books remained on the shelves for many
vears nocnt.

Mr. WALKER (Kanowna): A word
of explanation was due to the House. It
was trne that there had not heen so
many meetings of the Litrary Committee
as he would like, but members must real-
ise that the Library Committee consisted
of members of two Houses, consequently
there might be attendance on the part
of those representing this Chamber and
might not he attendance in ancther re-
spect. Still more meetines might have
heen held. As to the charge that books
were purchased hy the Library Commit-
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tee aud remained un the shelves of the
Library unread, surely that was not a re-
flection on the Committee, bui on the
members of the House. If good hooks
were purchased which members declined
to read, it was unfortunate for the mem-
" bers and it was a somewhat unfortunate
aceusation against the Commiitee of last
session that books had been on the library
shelves for 14 or 15 years. That was
some time before Parliament was started,

Mr. Horan: Before Responsible Gov-~
ernment.
Mr. WALKER: Such objections as

these were distinetly frivolous, and be did
not know for what purpose they were
introduced into a debate of this descrip-
tion.

Mr. Troy: How many meetings of the
committee have been held?

My, WALKER: The hon. wmember
should give notice of sueh a question.

Mr. Taylor: Shall I be in order in
giving notice now?

Mr. WALKER: One could not exactly
state how many meetings had been held,
but the committee had met for the pua-
pose of considering the purchase of
books, and had not only taken inte coun-
sideration the recommendations in the
suggestion book, hut as far as funds
would permit, and the liabilities of the
members of the committee would allow,
books had been purchased which were
considered suitable for a Parliamentary
institution—hooks of utility, books con-
neeted with Australian history and patri-
otism, and books that were keeping in
line and mareh with intellectnal expan-
sion. Tf justice were done to the com-
mittee fhere could he no blame or cen-
sure placed on them, for lack of duty
in this respeect.

Question put and passed.

Printing Commitiee.
Tire PREMIER (S Newton L
Moore) moved—

That the Printing Committee for the
present session shall consist of the fol-
lowing members, wviz.:—r. Speaker,
My. Brown, and Mr. Sceddan; te as-
sist Mr. Speaker in all matiers which
relate to the printing executed by order

of the House, and for the purpose of
selecting and urranging for printing
Beturns and Papers presented in pur-
sugnce of Motions made by members,
and all Papers laid upon the Table
whether in answer fo addresses or
otherwise.

Mr. GILL (Balkatta) : It would be
just as well now that we were having a
little cateehism to know if this was also
an honorary committee. He was given
to understand that this eommiitee never
met. If so, it was jusi as well for mem-
bers of the eommittee to let the House
know. There was some business surely
connected with the House that should be
dealt with by this committee.

Mr. Taylor: The printing has been

doue, anyhow.

Mr. GILL: Yes. If there were no
matiers to be dealt with by the commitiee
then it was not required. Some member
on the committee should give the House
information on the question.

Mr. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe)}: The ob-
jeet in asking a question on the previous
nmotion was tfo point attention to the
fact that we appointed committees to do
eertain work which they were never
called together to do. Personally he was
a member of the Printing Committee,
but if the work of that committee were
to be ecarried on in the future as it had
been in the past, he would prefer to have
his name removed from it. What were
the duties of that committee? Was it
not their duty to decide what papers
were to be printed, and was it not in eon-
formity with the motion that the commit-
tee should decide such questions? Yet the
committee had never met after the pre-
vious session in order to go through the
papers and decide which should he
printed. He was drawing attention fo
this matter so that the committee might
do the work expected of them. That
very day he had been asked questions as
to what had become of reports laid on
ithe Table last session, and he was un-
shin ta answer mewbers. No meeting
had heen held. If drawing altention to
the matter would cause the eommittee to



do their work in the future a step in the
right direction had been taken.

The PREMIER ~(Sir Newion J.
Moore): The member baving drawn at-
tention to the matter there was no doubt
that when the occasion arose opportunity
would be taken of calling the members of
the commibtee together. As a good many
members seemed anxious to take an
aclive part in Lthe work of the Printing
Committee, no donbt an opportunity
would be provided for them to 2o so.

Other Committees.

On motions by the Premier other Ses-
sivnal Committees were appointed as fol-
low:— .

Standing Ovders Committee — Mr.
Speaker, Mr. Foulkes, Mr, Collier, Mr,
Hudson, and the Chairman of Com-
mittees, with leave to sit during any ad-
journment and with authority to confer
wpoun sobjectd of mutual coneermment
with any committee appointed for similar
purposes by the Legislative Couneil.

House Committee—Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Gordon, Mr. Underwood, Mr. Taylor, and
Myr. Male, with leave to sit during any ad-
jowrnment and during the recess, and
with anthority to act jointly with the
House Committee of the Legislative
Council.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS, PRE-
CEDENCE.

The PREMIER (Sir
Moore) moved—

Newton J,

That on Tuesdays and Thursdays,
and on Wednesday, August 3rd, and
each alternate VWednesday thereafter,
Government business shall take preced-
ence of all Motions and Orders of the
Day.

Mr. BATH (Brown Hill}: The meotion
just moved provided for a departure from
the practice which had been followed ever
since he had been a member of the House,
at all events when moved at the beginning
of the session, when it was provided that
members shonld be oiven Wednesday of
each week for their bosiness. That ap-
plied only up to the tea adjournment so
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far as Notiees of Motion were eoncerned.
Private business whiech had become Or-
ders of the Day was allowed to be taken
after tea tlime. Evidently the Premier
had moved the motion usually placed be-
fore members later in the session when,
owing to pressure of business, one pri-
vate members’ day in each fortnight was
dropped, and in consequence only every
alternate Wednesday was set apart for
them. The motion might be amended so
as to provide that (Government business
should take precedence on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. It had been his experience,
and also that of other members, that it
was almost impossible to seeure the pas-
sage of any measure they desired to bring
forward, although the whole session was
available, owing to the faet that private
members’ business was always crowded
ouf. Although very important private
members’ business was introduced last
session, only one measure, the Legal Prae-
titioners Amendment Bill, sceraped
through the House, and that only by the
gkin of its teeth at the end of the session,
The PREMIER: The honourable mem-
ber had been informed that an amend-
ment would be accepted to provide that
Government business shonld take preced-
ence only on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory) moved an amendment—
That the words “and each alternate
Wednesday thereafter” be struck out.
Amendment passed.
Question as amended agreed to.

BILL—SUPPLY, £1,053,375.
Al Stages.
Message from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriation in
eonnection with ¢his Bill.

Standing Orders Suspension.
The PREMIER AND TREASURER
(Sir Newton J. Moore) moved—

That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended us is necessary to enable
resolutions from the Committees of
Supply and of Ways and Means to be
reporled and adopted on the same day
on whirk they shall have passed those
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Committees, and also the passing of a

Supply Bill through all its stages on

this day.
Supply was necessary in order to mest
the requirements of the Service for three
mounths, and (o meet expenditure under
Conszolidaied . Revenue Fund, General
Loan Fund, and Loan Suspense Aeccount
authorised by Parliament. This was a
motion which could be deseribed as a
formal one and had been moved on many
previous oecasions, He asked members
to aceept if.

Question put and passed.

! Bill introduced.

Resolutions in Committee of Supply
and of Ways and Means having bean
passed, a Supply Bill in accordance there-
with was brought in providing for the
expenditure of £1,053,875 out of the (C'on-
solidated Revenne Fuand, the General
TLoan Fund, and the Loan Suspense Ac-
count.

Bill read a fivst time.

Second Reading.
The PREMIER (Sir
Moore) moved—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Mr. BATH (Brown Hill) : Seeing that,
according to the statement of the I’re-
mier, there is sucl a eonsiderable sum to
the eredit of the General Loan Fund vote,
1 should like to kuow why we are being
asked to authorise Supply from the Loan
Suspense Account.

The PREMIER (in reply): A certain
expenditure in this connection oecurred
out of the Loan Suspense Aceount. This
inelnded expenditure in conneetion with
the Fremantle Harbour Works, an excess
o the Neweastle-Bolgart railway and
the Pinjarra-Marrinup railway, deep
boring in conneetion with the Trans-
continental Railway, Development of
Mining vote, and expenditure on two or
three tanks in the Ravensthorpe district,
totalling in all £58,000. The sum of
£1.053.875 is made up of £572,400 from
the Consolidated Revenue Fund, £423475
from the General Loan Fund, and
£38,000, as T have ennmerated, from the
Lozn Suspense Aecount.

Newion J.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In ('ommitiee, efc.

Bill passed through Commiiiee without
debate. reported withont amendment, aud
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and trausmiited
to the Legislative Counecil.

(Sitting suspended from 6.4 1o T.30
Py

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Necond Day.

Diebate resumed from the 28th July.

Mr. BATH (Brown Hill): Some
philosopher has sait he i a happy man
whe can leave his speeeh until after
dinver and I presume, Mr. Speaker, that
was the thonght that ran through your
mind when vou adjourned at 6 o’clock
instead of 6.15. On an oecasion like
this, when one is leaving a position he
has oecupied for a considerable time, he
mighi be excused if he imparted less
asperity and perhaps less eritical char-
acleristies to his speeeh than he might
at other times. The gentlemen who
moved uand seconded the Address-in-
Reply have certainly set an example in
the way of felicitation. It seems to me
Parlinment has assembled in an atmos-
phere of felicitation; and although the
member for Fremantle pecbaps owes bis
return to Parliament not so much to the
fact that he was a supporter of the
(toverument as that he received the sup-
port of another body who seem to im-
agine (hey have suddenly climbed to
position of greal influence in the com-
munity, he forgot that fact and joinad
in the general chorus. Perhaps it is ex-
ensable. hecause hon. members who took
some part in that eampaign remem-
ber that when the Minister for Works
went te Fremantle on the eve of the
election to assist the hon. gentleman
who now represents Fremantle, the most
suceessful part of the Minister’s speech
to the electors was that in whieh in
fftear-stained’’ accents he pictured to
the audience gathered there the terrible
state of forlorn feeling. and the copious
tears which the Premier would shed
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when he returned to Western Australia
and failed to find Mre. Murphy to greet
him on the wharf as the wmember for
Fremantle. While one may readily ex-
press pleasure—and I believe all mem-
bers without exeeption will express that
pleasure—at the opportunity which was
afforded the Premier, not only to have a
trip whieh was in the nature of a re-
lief from his duties but alse to present
Western Australian views and prospects
before the people of the old country, vet
there is this faet in my mind, that is
that the good fellowship of the Premier,
his persanal good heartedness, is being
very artfully stage-managed in Western
Australia in order to enver up the sins
of the Governmeunt. And where the sup-
porters of the Government and the Press
of the State have entered into a sort of
mild conspiracy to blot out any refer-
ence whatever to the nndoubted failures
of the Govermmnent, and to tell nothing
aud say- nothing but praise, praise,
praise of the Ministry, then it is even
more incumbent upon those who occupy
the position of members of the Opposi-
tion to deal fairly and squarely with the
politieal position as it stands, and also
to deal eritieally with the administra-
tion of the Government. The Premier
in the course of his brief pre-sessional
speech at Bunbury made certain vefer-
ences 1o the finanecial position of West-
ern Australia, and he was particularly
careful to tell us what an excellent posi-
tion we were in so far as our loan in-
debtedness is coneerued, and he went on
to say that there are very few, and their
numbers are deelining, who ¢an say that
Western Australia has reached anyihing
like its limi¥ in rvegard to borrowing
powers. 1 do not know that there ever
were people who indulged in that kind
of stutement, It reminds me very much
of the story of the man who had been
drunk for a considerable time and saw
a fine array of snakes of various eol-
ours and dimensions, and after looking
at them for a time said, **If they are
alive, T want more; but if they are not
T have had enough.’® It is just the same
with the communrity that is borrowing.
While borrowing is going on and mouney
is being expended there are not many

who declare that the limit of the bor-
rowing power of the people has been
reached. That time only comes wlen the
inevitable crash comes, when the time
arrives that some careful, painstaking
Treasurer has to puck up the broken
threads and take up the unpopular task
of righting the finances and bringing the
finaneial condition of the State into a
more satisfactorv eondition. WWhen that
is done usually, as in the case for in-
stance of men like Sir George Turner or
Mr. Ballance, we generally find politi-
ctans coming along and saying, ‘‘We
are veady for anofther burst,’” and the
good work of men like Sir George Tur-
ner is forgotten and at the best of times
is unpopular. If we look around us for
evidence as to whether our capacity for
borrowing is unimpaired, or as to
whether theve is n stage at whieh it is
unwise to venture further, we might
find some note of warning in the views
expressed by leading financial journals
in the old country, for instance the Fi-
nancial News. We might fGind a fur-
ther note of warning in the fact that the
last loan flotation was nothing like so
satisfactory as it ought to have been.
It is not very satisfactory to find that,
although advertising, as we are told, has
drawn the attention of the investing
community to Western Australia as an
advantageous field, only 11 per cent. of
the loan was taken up by the pnrblic
and the remainder was left to the un-
derwriters.

The Premier:
derwriters for?

Mr. BATH: If the hon. member will
cast his mind baek to loan flotations in
the past he will find that the publie have
subsertbed much more largely for loans
issued by this State than they have on
the occasion of the last loan. A further
note of warning might be accepted in
the fact that the price per £100 receivel
by the State was certainly not satisfae-
tory. These all are evidences which
point to the faet, not perhaps that we
have reached the limit, but still that
there is need for the exercise of greater
eare and discretion in the expendituve
of the moneys whieh we borrow. The
Premier. who is zlso the Treasurer, in

What do we pay un-



B4 [ASSEMBLY.}

the course of his speech at Bunbury
made a comparison with the year 1903.
In the first place the comparison was in-
correet. The Premier made it appear
that although we had borrowed upwards
of five million pounds sinece 1903 the net
debt per head of the population was less
in 1910 than it was in 1903 ; but on look-
ing through the figures supplied to uvs I
find that is not the case. Making al-
lowance for the credit balance on gen-
eral loan funds in hand, the net debt
in 1910 per bead of the pepulation was
£66 12s., while in 1903 it was £65 9s., so
tkat we have increased it, and not, as
the Premier said, decreased it. The
Premier might very well have selected,
say, 1904 as the year with which to make
comparison, and he would have fouund
that the net debt per head of the popu-
lation is to-day £3 13s. per head higher
than it was in 1904, the year after the
one he selected. I may add that, after
all, the figures supplied by the Treasurer
and published in our Statistical Abstract
are a more reliable eriterion as to the
debt per head of the population; be-
cause, after all, although the Premier
has a certain ¢redit balance on general
lpan fands in hand, we cannot forget
that to a very great extent that money
1s already allocated, that we have an-
thorised works and started expenditure
on them whieh will eat up a eonsiderable
portion of that amount. So the fignres
supplied to us in the Statistical .1bH-
stract and issued by the Treasury are
more reliable than those supplied by the
Premier, A faet the Premier omitted
to point out, and whiech has a very im-
portant bearing on our capacity to bor-
row money, is as to the manner in whieh
these loan mnoneys are expended. The
position to which the Premier can point,
that is, the small increase in the net
debt as compared with the large in-
crease in the aggregate amount of debt,
is in no sense to be laid to the eredit «f
the present Government, That pusition
is due absoclutely to the eare and fore-
sight of those who preceded the present
Government. It is due in the first in-
stanee to the eare which was exercised
in the expenditure of loan moneys, and
in ihe second place to that deparfure in

Western Awustralia which has set us
apart from the other States, which has
made our position superior to theirs,
namely, that we have always provided a
Sinking Fund of a stated pereentage in
order, later on, to redeem our debts.
The present Government can show the
position which was laid before the pub-
lic in the course of that address by rea-
son of the care and foresight which bas
been exercised in past years; but while
they are reaping the advantage they are
to-day doing things which are going tu
destroy that foundation for those who
come after them. They are destroying
that foundation because they are adopt-
ing a eourse which we have always pre-
viously tabooed, and that is of utilising
loan funds on works which are not re-
productive. That position is shown by
the fact that whereas in 1903 it only re-
quired 19 per cent. of our revenue to
provide interest and Sinking Fund
charges, still in 1010 it required 27.4
per cent. The pereentage is inereasing
and the inerease is due to the fact that
the Government have not continned the
policy by which revenue is obtained
from the works constructed out of loan
moneys sufficient to provide for the in-
terest and sinking fund charges. Sinee
1906 we have been expending money, as
I have said, on unreproductive works,
and thus it is necessary to eat more and
more into the ordinary revenue in order
to meet those charges. There is that in-
crease of eight per cent. in seven years,
and if we are poing to have a similar
increase in future it will not be long
before we reach a eritieal position; be-
canse when we reach the siage where
we have to take 30 per eent. or 35 per
cent. of our revenue to meet the charges,
it will be a very serious one. Turning
to the revenue returns, there certainly
has been an improvement in our position
as compared with that of previous years,
but in giving some outline as to the
revenue and expenditure for 1910-11 the
Premier was very indefinite in his pre-
diction as to how he was going to meet
the eontemplated inecrease of expendi-
ture amounting, I think, to a little over
£200,000, with an inerease in revenue
which he could only set down at about
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£90,000. 1t seems te me that he left the
question of meeting the remainder to be
decided by Providence and not by the
wisdom of the present Government.

The Premier: Que cannot make a
Budget Speech at this stage; we have no
Estimates yet.

Mr. BATH: The Premier was dealing
with the financial question, and he dealt
with it in such a way that while he gave
certain information it was absolutely im-
possible for anyone to conceive how he
was going to make both ends meet. If
he were going to leave the maiter to he
determined when the Budget Speech was
delivered why enter into a diseussion of
it at all in his pre-sessional speech. That
was the position he placed before the
electors at Bunbury, and, through those
electors, the people of Western Austra-
Ha. With regard to the inerease in rev-
eune we find that the railway receipts
accounted for an inerease of £128943,
and looking at it from the firsi point of
view that might seem a substantial in-
crease, but we find bhat in order to earn
that revenue there was an increase in
expenditure of £124,955. Therefore the
inerease in revenue was almost entirelv
eaten up by the increase of expenditure,
while the bounty of Nature, in the shape
of a good season, which we enjoyed last
year, has. so far as the Railways ave
concerned, gone by the hoard.

The Tremier: There was a bad fire
which had to be paid for.

Mr. BATH: It is true that there was
a fire at Midland Junetion invelving an
unforeseen expeuditure of £30,600, but I
would remind the Premier that in the
Estimates the Covernment reduced the
expenditnre on the Railways by the very
simple process of transfewing £30,000
of expenditure, which had always pre-
viously been provided for the replace-
ment of obsolete stock, from revenue to
Loan Fund, so that sum counter-bhalances
the extra £30,000 it was found necessary
to expend owing to the fire. In my opin-
ion that transfer of expenditure was not
justified. Tt is not justified at the pre-
sent time, and there can be no doubt that
the Railway Department will be in &
eritieal position during the forthcoming

seagon, whicli I hope is to be a good une,
siraply because they have refrained from
making provision, as in previous years,
The £30,000 would have done something
to provide extra rolling stock to replace
obsolete stock and, although it would
only be a drop in the ocean, still the sum
is a considerable one. As to the question
of land seftlement and the development
of the vavious resources of Western Aus-
tralin, we have also had a great deal of
advertiseipent ju  regard to what has
heen accomplished by the present Gov-
ernment. My objection to that adver-
tisement is that it is sought to bring
glamour to the present Government by
the deprecation of the work of those
who went before them. One would im-
agine on reading the reports in the Press,
and more partienlarly on reading the
speeches of Ministers with regard to land
settlement, that the development of our
agrienltural resources began  when the
present Minister for Lands took oceu-
pancy of that ehair. T say that is a libel
on the men who preceded him, a libel on
mauy of those who have been loyal sup-
porters of the (Government in the past,
a libel on those who sit behind the Gov-
ernment now, T have heen m the House
sinee 1902, and know there has always
been a belief in the agricnltural resonrces
of Western Australip, and that it is not
necessary ilat the present Government
should arise to teach the people of West-
ern Australia that they have agrieultural
and pastoral resources in thiz State. T
cannot understand a vanity which seeks
to secure credit by deprecating the work
of those who went hefore. What about
the work of the gentleman who preceded
the present member for Xeatanoing?
What about the work of an hon, gentle-
man who once oceupied an honourable
position in this House and who now fills
an honourable position in another Cham-
ber? I refer to the Hon. George Thros=-
sell. Those men believed in the agricul-
tural resoureces of Western Australia.
and it seems to me it comes ill for an at-
tempt to he made to boost up fhe pre-
sent (fovernment by obliterating all re-
membrance of those gentlemen who pre-

eeded them, TFor myself, although



36

I came to this House as a member of a
goldfields constituency, and although
throngh laek of experience I was not able
to speak on agricultural matters, vyet
since I have been in the Chamber I have
always given a loyal and generous sup-
port to those who have been working for
the development of our agricultoral and
pastoral industries.

Mr. Collier: S0 have the whole Party.

Mr. BATH: The member for Canning
refers to.the proposal for entting up our
pastoral areas so. that they will support
a much larger population than they do at
the present time: but I would remind
him of the faet that some Years ago in
this House 1 advocated that step and,
farther. that during the brief time
1 was Minister for TLands T drafted
a Rill in whiech a provision of
that kind found. place. Unfortu-
nately, however, I was not able to in-
troduce that BiHl to Parliament. The
position at the present time is that the
work of administration is. to a consider-
able extent, neglected because Ministers
seem 1o find it necessary to go about the
conntry proclaiming their own virtues.
From my own knowledge of those men
.who have made any mark. in the history
of polities in Australia, T realise that
they have been content.to do the work.
to work bard and unceasinglv. and to
leave it to others to pay a tribute to them.
The position here is this: We find, per-
haps, a Press nofice to this effect—The
Minister for Mines aecompanied hv the
hon. member for —— visited Mr. Jones’
hen-roost last night, and was shown over
the premises. After the Minister had
lifted some of the fowls and admired
their ample proportions the owner, Mr.
Jones, invited him to partake of a hottle
of Swan beer. and then the Minister en-
ters into a disquisition on the raising of
pouliry, which ocenpies two columns of
a report in the daily newspaper the next
dav. My, Jones, the owner of the fowls,
refers fo the great work wlich has heen
accomplished by the Ministry, what a
great effeet it has had on the egg-laying
capacity of the ‘fowls, and then the Min-
ister in" his turn describes what a great
assistance to the development of the
State has been the work of men like Mr.
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Jones. That is the sort of thing we have
repeatedly day after day. It is worse
than that. The members of the Ministry
have even taken to themselves the credit
for the season which Providence bestowed
on us last year. They absolutely take
credit for it and, when, owing to the
bounty of nature, either twin lambs are
horn or eggs with double yolks are laid,
the Minister goes round the ecountry
saying, “Alone I did it.” This appears
more like comie opera than government
of a country, and it seems to me that
during the recess we want a little more
attention to the work of sdministration
and a little less travelling round the
country advertising the virtues of the
Government. If the work is done the
people will find it out for themselves.
The position at the present time is that
whilst we are seeking to place people on
the land, there is a tendency to forget
them after they are there, and there is a
@ood deal that remains to he done before
we can say our land settlement poliey is
all that it should be, In the first place
there is need for some more forward
policy than is being undertaken at the
present time with regard to the snpply of
settlers’ requirements. I believe the time

‘has arrived when the Government should

take up seriously the question of the State
manufacture of machinery for those en-
gaged in the agricultural industry. 1
suppese the Minister will tell us whether
anvthing has been done with regard to
the provision which was placed in the
Agrienltural Bank Aet last session. In
my opinion, however. that will be inade-
quate. T believe that the farming com-
munity of this State have been educated
up to the possibility of the State being
in the hest pussible position to supply
thetn with durable agricultural imple-
ments at cheaper rates than they have
hitherto paid. T hope that the question
of vested interests will not prevent the
Minister for Lands or the Government
from dealing with the matter and aseer-
taining whether it is praetieable. In an-
oflier direction, too, I helieve that the
State of Western Australin has missed a
creat opportunity. T refer to the possi-
hility of amalgamating the Savings Bank
and the Agricultursl Bank and making
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them into a State bank and extending
their funetions to a considerable degree.
We have lost one opportunity, in that the
Commonwealth have taken up the gues-
tion of a note issue. Western Australia
was in the position years ago with the in-
stitutions she had at her command, to
undertake this.

The Minister for Lands: Queensland
had & note issue and the Commenwealth
Government stepped in.

Mr., BATH: If other States had fol-
lowed the example of Queensland there
wonld have been less argument, and pro-
bably less possibility of the Common-
wealth stepping in and undertaking it.
The fact that only one out of six States
had a note issue gave the Commonwealth
their opportunity. We ‘have missed our
opportunity in converting these two in-
stitufions into a State bank, and nnless
we bestir onrselves and take a more cner-
welic and forward view of the duties of
Government, the Parliament of the (om-
monwealth will step in aund undertake
many other things which are in accord-
ance with the general opinion of the
community. The member for Fremautle
in his speech, and in his reference to the
work of the present Government, dealt
with the question of population, but I
nofice thaf he was careful to say that he
had no intention of referring to thesta-
tistieal veturns for the information which
he was going. to supply to the House.
He said that he would be eontent to deal
with the question sinee the present Gov-
ernment eame into power. Perhaps it
was just as well for his own arguments
that the member for Fremantle did not

go  into the statisties, because if
he vreferred to the population re-
turns  he wounld find that the in-

erease in  population since 1906 has
been nothing like the rate of inerease
in the preceding years, and that as far
as Western Australia is concerned the
State has fallen behind the good work of
those former vears. For instance in the
vear 1901/5 the increase was 12,500; in
1905/6 the increase was 7,000; in 1906/7
the inerease was 2,000¢; in 1907/8 the in-
crease was 7,000, and in 1905/9 the in-
¢rease was 6,000, These increases it must
be borne in mind inciuded the inerease

by excess of births over deaths, so that
in reeent years we have not been keeping
pace with the history of the State in the
years preceding 1906. I commend that
return to the member for Fremantle as
being something worthy of his study be-
fore he again indulges in felicitations
regarding the present position of the
Government. We are also being informed
that good work is being done by the (Gov-
ernment in regard to securing immigrants
from the moether eountry. I have always
coniended that given the opportunity in
Western Australia we ean welcome with
open arms those who come from else-
where in order to take up the work of
the development of the resources of the
State. 1 have naturally had a preference
for those who have come from the KEast-
ern States, hecause from their knowledge
of Australian conditions tliey can nore
readily adapt themselves io the condi-
tions as we find them in this State; never-
theless there is a possibility of seeuring
desirable settlers from outside, and we
cerfainly eannot but weleome those who
come from ouiside with money in order
to seftle upon our land. I do think,
however, theve is altogether too much
fraud and too much deception about this
question of ihe introdnetion of farm
Inbouvers, and in this direction I am
speaking from knowledge and 'a certain
amount of experience. I repeat what I
have said on previons oecasiens in this
House that the Government of the day
controlling immigration is being made
the vehicle for the importation of cleap
labour into Western Austrajia. and that
a policy sueh as that is in no sense tw the
advantage of Western Australia, hecause
we will only be building up & position
such as unfortunately exists in older
countries of the world, in which we have .
on the one hand the owners of the land,
and on the other hand the cheap labour-
ers who have no earthly hope of ever
rising above iheir positions. Speaking
of the particular distriet in which I hold
land, I have never myself, nor have
others in the vicinity, experienced any
diftieulty whalever in obtaining labour
withont the necessity of applying for im-
migrants, as long as we have heen pre-
pared to pay a fair rate of wage: bnt X
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find that the men who by their wealih
and by their positions are able to pay
fair wages are the first to resort to the
Immigration Department of the State
because they can get men at 10s. or 13s.
per week. I notiee in this morming’s
paper that the Colonial Secretary replied
to a statement or eomplaint made by the
Secretary to the Miners’ Union at Boul-
der, Mr. Dodd

Mr. Bolton:
either.

Mr. BATH: Mr. Dodd stated that as-
sisted immigrants were finding theiv way
to the poldfields and compefing in over-
erowded mines, and the Colonial Secre-
tary asked him to state the names of some
of them. Mr. Dodd refused. The (olo-
nial Seeretary apparently thought that
seitled the matter. Me carefully avoided
the issue as to whether the statement was
true or not. It was the place of the Colo-
nial Secretary to find out whether it was
true or not, and whether assisted immi-
grants were going to the goldfields and
competing for these positions. As a
matter of faect I do not think that he
eould say that the statement was not true,
but ke coolly placed the onns of proving
that it was true upon Mr. Dodd. T issue
this challenge and sav that at the present
" time farm labourers are being sent out
as emigrants, and that they are finding
places simply becanse they are econtent
to work for lower wages than those who
follow the same occupations in Western
Australia. That statement is borne out
by the report of the Seleet Committee
of this House which was appointed last
session.

Mr. George: What part of the distriet
do they go t0? In the South-West you
will find that the rate of wages is 7s. and
8s. per day.

Mr. BATH: Another matter upon
which I tbink that the Government have
misinterpreted the voice of the people of
Australia is with regard fo the Trans-
continental Railway. T do not think the
people of Western Australia support the
Minister for Works in his statement that
the Western Australian Government will
undertake the constrnetion of that rail-
way. I say that the whole statement was
entirely bluff, and I wish to take strong

Not a courteous reply

exeeption to the attitude which w
adopted by the Minister for Works wh
Acting Premier, with regard to the Fe
eral Government on this partienlar ms
ter of the Trans-continental Railwa
What has been the position of Weste
Australia withk regard to this railwaj
Sir John Forrest declared that Weste
Australia must bave the railway; that
was promised as a condition of the e
trance of this State into the Federatio
Holding that view so emphatically 3
John Forrest went into the Federal Mi
istry, and from 1901 to 1910, with bri
intervals, he remained a member of tl
Government which did absolutely nothir
towards the proposal, and the majori
of whose supporters were opposed to i

The Premier: You will not dispute |
did all he could.

Mr. BATH: I am going to say exact.
what he did, and it was very rarely th
ever a commpent or criticism was raise
against Sir John Forrest beeause of h
inaction with regard to the project.
say here that if Sir John Forrest feit s
strongly on that proposal it should har
been a condition of his entrance into ti
Ministry, or, failing some favourable coi
sideration, he should have been out ¢
the Ministry. Buot whatever may hay
been his interest there has never heen an
eriticism of his attitude, either from th
Minister for Works or anyone else i
Western Australia. Later on, when il
matter was being disenssed and it we
found that there was a public feeling i
Sonth Australia adverse to the railwa:
members of the Labour Party represen
ing this State went to South Australi
itself to teur through the various disiricl
and address meetings in favour of th
Trans-Australian railway, and I say th:
had considerable influence in turning th
feeling from an adverse one info on
favourable to the project. Strange t
say, in Western Australia very little ho
ever been said in the way of eredit fo
the action those members took. Later o
it was the Federal Labour Governmer
that passed the Survey Bill, and prc
vided the necessary money in order t
earry out the project. During the Tec
eral eleefion the only reference we ha
from Sir John Forresi's chief was to th
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effect that he wonld be disappointed if
the railway were not constructed in three
years, That was the full extent of his
announcement.

Mr. Bolton: Nao, is was if the Bill were
not passed within three years.

Mr. BATH : Later on, after the advent
of the present Federal Labour Govern-
nent, we find Mr. Fisher stating that it
is to he a part of their policy, one of
their proposals; and a month after the
Federal Labour Government assume office
we find the Acting Premier, the Minister
for Works of this State, going through
the country, and, at a function where we
were guests, seizing the opportunity of
attacking the Federal Labouwr Govern-
ment in the presence of the State Gov-
ernor; and although I replied to. the
statement not a word of it was men-
tioned in the Press of the State. Now
the attitude right through has been abso-
lutely unfair, and it has been not so
much a question of securing the I'rans-
Australian railway, as it has been one
of seizing any and every opportunity to
discredit the present Federal Lahour
(Government. I object to the project
being utilised in that fashion, and I re-
peat the people of Western Australia will
not support any member of the (Gtovern-
ment who tries to advance the project by
those means. Now, amongst the pro-
posals which we are told it is the inten-
tion of the Government to infroduce is
ohe dealing with the redistribution of
seats. That is a matter fraught with a
very considerable amount of interest, both
to the members of the House and the
electors generally. We have ne index
whatever as to what the intentions of the
(Government are, but if we may accept
the views of ‘a gentleman who is seeking
return to Parliament as a supporter of
the Government, the proposals will prove
to he very ohjectionable. They wiil be
in no sense a redistribution, but rather
a jerrymandering of seats.

Mr. Jacoby: Who is the candidate?

Mr. BATH: Sir Walter James. Sir
Walter James’ project for redistribution
is that in respect to some electorates—I
think he referred partienlarly to agricul-
tural electorates—we are to have regard

to what may be the population of those
districts in the future. Now that seems
to me altogether an unreliable basis of
redistribution, and one which would give
opportunity to a Goveroment o make
any redistribution in order to suit their
own party interests. If the project is to
be attacked in that fashion this Parlia-
ment ought to vefuse to have anything to
do with such a proposal; beeause T wonld
like to point out that in constituencies
like Dundas, Mount Magnet, and Mur-
chison, there have been just as great in-
creases in the number of eleetors and in
the population, as there has been in any
agrienltnral distriets in the State, Tf we
turn to the parlieculars of the number of
electors in the constitnencies, as provided
in the relurns, we will find that in the
goldfields constituencies, averaging them
out throughout the whole number, the
number of electors is equal to the average
in any of the other electorates of the
State; and in those cirewmstanees there
will be no justification whatever for rak-
ing away seals from the goldfields in
order to give them to agrieultural dis-
triets. Then again, taking the seats re-
presented hy hon. members on this side
of the House, and averaging the total
number of electors by the number of con-
slitnencies, the quota represented by
members on this side of the House is
higher than is that represented Ly mem-
bers vn the other side; so that there is ne
justification whatever under these figures
for any attempt to dish opponents by a
redistribution of seats. 1 say the best
way of attacking this question, and alsp
that of Constitutional reform would be
by the giving to the people of Western
Australia an opporiunity of electing a
convenlion, as was done in the case of
the Federal Convenlion, for the express
purpose of drafting an amended Consti-
tution for Western Ausiralia, and also
of dealing with the ¢uestion of redistri-
bution of seats. I think this would be in-
finitely preferable to tinkering with the
vonstituencies as we bave them at pre-
sent; becanse we would then not only
have a Constitution up to date, and in
touel: with the sentiments of the people
as we know them, but we could make pro-
vision for a democratic amendment of
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that Constilution, and mould the Consti-
tution of the State to something that
wonld bear comparison with that of the
Commomvealth. The two guestions of re-
distribution and amendiog the Coustitu-
fion eould well be left to a convention of
that kind. Anyhow, on this one question
of redistribution of seats T think, if it is
to be done, it is a matter that should be
taken outside the party purview alto-
gether; that we shounld follow the example
of the Commonwealth and of New South
Wales, and leave the matter to a commis-
sioner who would deal with this question
of redistribution and present his plan to
ihe House. Now there is another matter
to which I wish to refer, and that iz to a
railway projeet which is at the present
time agitaling the mind of the public in a
light, favourable or unfavourable, as the
case may be. 1 refer to the proposal for
the construction of a railway to the port
of Esperance. It is, perhaps, interesting
for me to state that the first speech which
I delivered in Parliament, when first re-
turied as member for Hannans, was a
speech in support of a motion moved by
Mr. Thomas, the then member for Dun-
das, in favonr of a referendum on the
question of the construciion of the Esper-
ance railway. The proposal for a refer-
enduin was put forward because those
wlo were opposed to the construetion of
the Jine said it was an agitation fomented
by a few, that it did not express the de-
sires of the people and, therefore, was
not worthy of consideration; and RMMr.
Thoroas was willing to test the feeling of
the people, not only those on the goldfields
area, but of the people throughout the
State, as to whether this railway should
be construeted. Now, at that fime I made
these remarks—

“Those who are acgnainted with the
politics of the other States know full
well that the policy of centralisation
iz a erying evil, and we know that in
Western Australia the evil of centrali-
sation has been aeceninated to a high
depree. In disenssing questions of this
kind T shall be able to free my mind
from parochial prejudice; and I say
whether it be a question of build-
ing a railway or providing conveni-
ent railway faeilities for the gold-

fields, or building a railway to provide
facilities for any other large and
influential section of a community, my
vote will always be found on the side:
of those who seek to provide those fae-
ililies, irrespective of the portion of
the Staite I reside in.”
At that time 1, and I think other members
of the party, took a stand against this
auestion heing considered from the par-
ochial standpoint. And since I have been
in the House I have always endeavoured
to avoid taking that standpoeint in viewing
the matters that come before us; and
whether it has been a question affeeting
the goldfields or any other part of the
State, I have always endeavoured to as-
cerlain what were the wishes of the
people most concerned, and what were
the resources of the portion of the State
supposed lo be affected, by travelling
through them and seeking to come into
contact with the people, in order that I
might be able to say that I was not only
a memher for a constitueney bui a mem-
ber also for the State. It is true that
there are those on the goldfields, as well
as on the coast, who seek to create this
division of feeling hetween one community
and the other, and T know that [ have
often been attacked for my attitude in
this House when T have sought to look
al a question from the standpoint of the
intevests of the State and not of those
of one portion of the State alone. I re-
member when T was altacked on the ques-
tion of the construction of the dock at
Fremantle, and I have been attacked also
in regard to the eollective provision of
facilities tn the way of art and literature
for the people, such as are to be found in
our publie library and musenm. However,
I only quote this by way of prefacing my
remarks with regard to the project for
the construction of the Esperance rail-
way. T advocated it when I entered Par-
liament, and have not wavered in my
support of it since then. I supported the
then member for Dundas and have sup-
ported the succeeding member for Dun-
das in any proposals he has brought for-
ward for the advancement of that part of
the State. I take my stand in support of
this projeet because I believe that the de-
velopment and prosperity of a community



[2 Aveust, 1910.] 61

is extended and increased by the more
ports it has available through which to
transact commerce with other parts of the
worid. What would be the posiiion in
the TUnited Kingdom if there were there
adopted a selfisl poliey of trying to cen-
tralise the shipping trade in the port of
London, and seeking in every way to dis-
count, and to prevent the opening up of,
other ports such as Bristol, Liverpool,
Southampton, Hull, Glasgow, and the
rest. A persoen who advocated a poliey
of that kind would be regarded as a
lunatic and, more than that, as one who
was adveeating a poliey altogether ini-
mical to the future of the country.
But yet in Western Australia we bave
those who say that new poris should not
be opened up because they fear some pos-
sible disadvantage to ports already es-
tablished. That has never been felt by
other communities. There may be a
slight temporary disadvantage; but, as
a matter of faet, with the opening up of
new ports and with the opening up of
contiguous territorv, we have increased
prosperity, and we find that no olher port
- suffers from that faet. So far as that
part of the State is concerned for which
the railway communication is required,
I declare that the project is justifiable
even if we only consider it from the point
of view of the agricultural possibilities of
the distriet. Tt is a matter of surprise
that the Minister for Lands, who should
look beyond the interest of his own dis-
triet, or of any portion of the State,
should be fournd discounting and dis-
ecountenaneing projects for the opening
up of the agricultural resourees of that
part of the community. Tt is useless to
argue that the reports that have been
made as to delays in applieations are not
justified. I find in regard to areas of
land available in existing distriets there
are possibilities of putting applications
throngh in a very short time; in fact,
applications have been put through in a
week; the Premier will bear me out that
they have been put through in less than
that; but we find in the area taken up
north of Esperanee it is, in some in-
stances, a month before applications are
put through. I do not think that is justi-

fied. When it was proposed to lay a

complaint before the Minister for Lands
in regard to the delay in applications,
the Minister refused to receive the depu-
tation, giving in excuse that it sought to
interview him on a Sunday. Now, if
that attitude were taken up from con-
scientious scruples one conld understand
it; but at the same time, when that in-
terview was refused, the Minister for
Lands received a deputation from those
engaged in the butchering trade, those
whe were interested in changes being
made in the abattoirs; and he could go
to Boulder and. deliver leetures, and he
could meet others on Sunday and supply
information in regard to land; and there
was something invidious in delivering
speeches and receiving deputations and
imparting information, while refusing,
on the other hand, to meet 5 deputation
that desired to interview him with regard
to delay in applications for land in a eer-
tain area. It is a remarkable thing to find
the Minister for Lands, whe has never
been known to declave that there is one
acre of inferior land in what is ealled
the South-West area and who declares it
is all fit, more or less for cultivation and
settlement, poing down to another part
and certainly diserediting the quality of
the land in that area, while at the same
time an officer of his department was
declaring that it was all of good quality
and capable of producing 20 bushels to
the acre. To my mind that should not
be the attitude of a gentleman adminis-
tering the office of Minister for Lands,
He is there to administer the affairs of
the State for the whole of the State with-
out fear or favour, he is supposed to for-
get, while oceupying that position, vested
interests in any part of the State for the
time being, and he is supposed to deal
Eairly with the whole of the State. He
was not dealing fairly with the whole of
the State when he refused facilities to
that part of the country simply becanse
there are others in other parts of the
State who raise objections on aceount of
vested interests. I have not been from
Norseman to Esperance. but [ know a
gentleman now residing in Northam who
lived many years in that area, and he tells
me that for 80 miles north of Esperance
there is land, good land, and land which
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is capable of agricultural settlement, and
which will afford a good livelihood for
those who settle upon it. If that is the
positien, T say the people there are just
as much entitled to receive railway com-
munication as any other part of the
eommunity; and I trust that members
of ile House, after baving the details as
to the possibilities of that distriet placed
before them, will rise above parochial
considerations and give a fair deal to
that part of the State. There is another
matter which is perfurbing the minds of
those residing and obtaining a livelihood
in the mining disiricts of Western Auns-
tralin. They complain that there is a
tendency to overlook the mining industry
in favour of the new-found love of agri-
culture. I hope members of the House
will never forget what the mining indus-
try has done for ihe development of
Western Australia, will never forget what
an impetus it was, in fact, how it was al-
most responsible, we might say, for the
birth of the agrienltural and pastoral in-
dustries thronghout the State. There is
no doubt that the inflax of population,
the ready monev which it placed at the
disposal of the community, and the mar-
ket which was opened up for the agri-
cultural and other products of the State
throngh the mining industry, very ma-
terially influnenced, in fact for a number
of years was the sole influence in ecre-
aling, the marvellous development of the
State lifting it from the position in
which it was termed the Cinderella of
Australia to a position of prominence in
the couneils of the Commonwealth. If
we remember this, we must reeard the
mining industry as still worthy of en-
conragement and sfill worthy of  the
favourable consideration of members of
the Honse regardless of whatever part of
the State they represent. As a matter
of fact, there is no question of a deeline,
no question of a dying industry in the
mining industry of the State. Where
fields are undoubtedly failing we have
others springing into prominence and
showing promise of developing into
cven better pold mining areas than the
existing fields. 1 need only refer. for
instance, to the field at Meekatharra and
the development of the new and rising

field at Youanme, and also to the revival
of mining at Southern Cross. All these
point to the possibility of the mining in-
dustry doing as much and providing as
good a market for those in agricultural
areas as it did in past years, But if we
once convey the idea to the minds of
those engaged in our mining pursuits
that we are losing faith in the industry
and that we are losing interest in it, then
we are going to diseourage it and harm
the indusiry irretrievably.  Those en-
gaged in the industry deserve encourage-
ment, There is no eclass in the com-
munity deserves it more, because there
is no class which is involved in greater
hardships than those engaged in opeming
up new fields; so I hope members will
still believe that we have something in
our mining industry in Western Austra-
lia whick is worth encouragement and
worth consideration, and worth the ex-
penditure of a considerable amount of
money so that it wiil be as valuable to us
in the futare as it has been in the past.
I desire to peint out to the Government
that while they have followed on the
course laid down In previous vears re-
gavding the developing and openinz up
of various aveas of land, the construetion
of railways and other public works, there
is another and more important point on
which the administration of any Govern-
ment is tried. YWe have had good seasons
in Western Australia,and beeaunse of them
we have had a very big growth in the pro-
duction of the State, but the test of
capable administration is in the measure
those henefits bestowed upon us are en-
joved by the great mass of the com-
munity. Judged in that way the pre-
sent Govermmeni will fall short of the
ideal, at least. short of my ideal. The
improvement which has heen made in
the development of indusfries has not
been felt hy the great mass of the people,
it has not made their lot any easier, it
has not given them higher wages or a
ereater measure of eomfort. We still
have a large section of our community,
the workers in our factories, and the
zirls and men employed in our shops,
whose conditions are just as objection-
able as they have heen in past years, who
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need just as much a helping hand to-day
as in past years; and unless the Govern-
ment are prepared to see that the de-
velopment of our resources is to bring to
these people happier and better condi-
tions, then inevitably we must be content
to see this power slip from our hands and
see it accepted by the Parliament of the
Commonwealth who are prepared to look
to the interests of these people. It is
true that that power is slipping away,
and unless we are prepared to take up
the cudgels on behalf of these people, I
say it is well that it should be in their
hands, I only hope that in our felicita-
tions as to the future of the State, and
in our rejoicing at the development of our
prospects, at our better seasons and the
development that is taking place, we
shall not lose sight of the faet that we
are the trustees of these people and that
we must have regard to their welfare in
every act we do and in every piece of
lepislation we pass.

Mr. GORDON (Canning) : It has been
my custom in speaking to the Address-
in-Reply to say something complimentary
in reference to the Government. but I do
not feel inelined to do so on this oecasion,
hecanse I feel confident the people have
every trust in the Government. and
no words of mine will add to that belief.
In my brief remarks T desire te refer to
one Aet of Parliameni that, like others
in existence, is not put into foree. It is
an Act that to-day should take a promi-
nent place in connection with the strike
in the tramways and coal mines, I refer
to the Conciliation and Arbitration Aet.
Tt seems to me that the penal eclanses
therein—and experience has shown it—
are there for the employer to fulfil, while
on no oecasion has the employee had to
do so0. I feel confident there is danger in
this to the men as well as to the employ-
ers. The fact that the Act has not been
put in foree in its entivety lulls both em-
ployer and employce into a false posi-
tion. The Aet has gone on from day to
day and from year to vear without these
penal elanses being enforced. and I con-
sider the Aet should be amended and these
penal clauses obliterated altogether, be-
canse then we should have an Aet eap-
able of being carried out. The Leader of

the Opposition was very definite when re-
ferring to what he described as parochial
legislation, but I intend to be parochial
on one matter and that is in connection
with the proposed railway sonth of the
Swan River from Midland Junetion to
Fremantle, and of whick Belmont to
Burswood is to he the first section. The
heads of the Railway Departmént, I am
assured, are in favour of the work and
say it is very necessary. I want to tell
the Government definitely that I hope
they will carry out this work as qnickly
as possible for by doing so it will be so
much the better for Western Australia as
a whole. With regard to the question of
the licensing of racecourses, I understand
the House wish me to say something on
{hat peint. I wounld impress on the Gov-
ernment to bear in mind when they bring
the Bill forward, one or two matters—
one is that no Act of Parliament ecan
make a country moral, and another that
they should not give one racecourse the
monopoly,  There is still another point,
which is that they must guard the
vested interests, they must guard the in-
terests of those people who put their
money into the concerns simply owing to
the fact that the Act had not been en-
forced in the past as it should have been.
The opening of the Sandstone railway re-
cently enlightened me; and I am sure en-
lightened many other members who made
the trip, as to the value of the pastoral
conntry betwen Mullewa and Sandstone.
I have had a good deal of experience om
sueh matters and T was very considerably
impressed with the country, I feel confi-
dent that it is the absolute duty of the
Government to establish in that part of
the State one or two experimental plots
to determine the value of, and io pre-
serve, the grasses indigenous to the State.
In all leasehold country in the other
States this question has become an aeute
problem for it is found that a great many
of the indigenouns fodders are being eaten
out. Efforts are being made in New
Zealand to bring about a remedy for this
state of affairs. Pastoralists being oaly
leaseholders and having but a  limited
term of oceupancy. naturally earry all the
stock they ean and burn as much as they

can so as {o ensure good feed for the fol-
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lowing year. In eountries inelined to be
arid and where the rainfall is not great
the natural fodders, as a result, die out.
The stock themselves always choose the
natural fodders. In all parts of Austra-
Jia the salt bush is one of the standard
stock fodders and this is now being eaten
out. I am told that if one wants salt
hush seed now it is necessary to send to
Ameriea for it, although the seed origin-
ally was sent from Ausiralia to the
United States. It is the duty of the Gov-
ernment to deal with this question of the
preservalion of natura] fodders. There is
no olher part of the country so good as
that to which I have referred for the pur-
poses of subdivisien inlo small pastoral
areas, and unless something is doue fo
preserve the indigenous fodders the posi-
tion will scon be that the subdivided eoun-
try will be held, as it is to-day, by the
large holders. While this question is be-
ing dealt with the Government might take
into consideration that of providing large
endowments there for our university and
edueational system. I do not intend to
claim the attention of the House any
longer and I hope that what T have said
is worthy of Lhe note of the Government,
partieularly with regard to my advice as
to the railway south of the Swan River.

On motion by the Premier debate ad-
jonrned.

House adjourned at 8.50 p.m.

Aegislative Councfl,
Wednesday, 3rd August, 1910,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESEXTED
By the Colonial Secretary: By-laws of
the Coitesloe Beach Roads Board.

BILLS (2}—FIRST READING.

1, Eleetoral Aet, 1907, Amendment.

2, Public Hospitals Endowment and
Management,

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES,
ELECTION.

The COLONIAL SECRBETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly): 1t is pecessary this
afternoon for the Honse to elect a Chair-
man of Comunittees. As hou. members
are aware Mr. IKingsmill, who has
accupied the Chair for the last four
years, had to submit himself for wre-
election this year and, consequently, the
position of Chairman of Committees he-
came vacant with his seat as a member
of the House. I have very much plea-
sure in proposing that Mr, Kingsmill be
appointed to fill the position of Chair-
man of Committees of the House. Mr.
Kingsmil! has oceupied the position, as
I have previously stated, for the past
four years with every credit to himself
and with entire satisfaection to members
of the House. It was thought at one time
that we would not have the opporiunity
of electing Mr. Kingsmill to this posi-
tion again, and it was considered that he
might be oceupying a geat in the national
Parliament. His failure to secure a seat,
however, was, in my opinion, a loss to
that Parliament, bat his re-election to this
Chamber was a distinet gain to the State
Parliament, and we are now cdnée more



